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WordPress is a tool that allows you to manipulate data

You can create anything with it

Examples of non-WP-looking sites:
• http://www.rogerbayley.com
• http://www.paulsangha.com
• http://www.takuresort.com
• http://www.kuramotostrang.com
• http://bigspiritrentals.ca/
• http://www.cadanresources.com/
• http://famousfoods.ca/
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Panel Discussion

As a designer what is the one thing to keep in mind when 
planning on using WordPress as a CMS?

Are there any WP plugins that you rely on to enhance 
WordPress!s ability as a CMS?

Can you provide an example of how you used custom 
taxonomies and/or categories to build your WP site?

How will the new features in WP 3.0 change the way you 
approach things?
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Improved Include Page Plugin

This plugin allows you to display page information on a custom 
template.

Example home page with three columns:
Create three sub-pages which are children of the home page.
In your template add the following code:

<div id=Ócol1Ó>   
        <?php if(function_exists('iinclude_page')) iinclude_page(post_id); ?>
</div>

<div id=Ócol2Ó>
       <?php if(function_exists('iinclude_page')) iinclude_page(post_id); ?>
</div>

<div id=Ócol3Ó>
       <?php if(function_exists('iinclude_page')) iinclude_page(post_id); ?>
</div>
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Enhance Your Ability to Style Pages with CSS

Insert something like this into your header.php:
<?php $ancestors = get_post_ancestors( $post ); //get the postÕs ancestors
! if (is_archive()) {
! ! $bodyID = 'news'; //style the archive template as a ÒNewsÓ page
! } else if (end($ancestors)) {
! ! $bodyID = the_slug(end($ancestors)); //get the slug of the top parent ancestor
! } else {
! ! $bodyID = $post->post_name; //get the slug of the post
! }
?>
<body id="<?php echo $bodyID; ?>" <?php body_class(); ?>>

Setting a unique ID and class on your template!s <body> tag this way 
allows you greater ability to style different sections of the site uniquely 
using CSS rules:
#content { /* generic content style */
   font-size:1.5em;
   line-height:1.5em;
}
#home #content { font-size:2.0em; } /* homepage body copy bigger than other pages */
#news #content { font-size:1.0em; } /* news copy smaller than other pages */
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Maximizing Dynamically Generated Content

Avoid hard-coding information into the site to allow your clients more 
control over content. Make use of the bloginfo() template tag, links 
(blogroll), and widgets to give site users the ability to edit regions of the 
site outside of the basic page/post content.

Example - footer copyright line (with PHP date() as an added bonus to 
auto-update the year):

STATIC:
<span class="copyright">&copy; 2010 Acme Inc. All Rights Reserved.</span>

DYNAMIC:
<span class="copyright">&copy; <?php echo date('Y').' '; bloginfo('name'); ?> All Rights 
Reserved.</span>
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Other CMS Plugins

PODS: http://podscms.org/
A CMS ÒFrameworkÓ for WordPress

Magic Fields : http://magicÞelds.org/
Create Custom Write Panels

Redirector : http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/redirector/
Allows you to set a blank page up for a category then redirect it to its 
Þrst child page

Saturday, June 12, 2010

http://podscms.org
http://podscms.org
http://magicfields.org
http://magicfields.org
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/redirector/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/redirector/


Custom Post Type resources

WordPress.org Codex: register_post_type function reference:
http://codex.wordpress.org/Function_Reference/register_post_type

Blog post: Custom post types in WordPress:
http://justintadlock.com/archives/2010/04/29/custom-post-types-in-wordpress

Blog post: First impressions of custom post type:
http://wpengineer.com/impressions-of-custom-post-type/

Blog post: Advanced power tips for WP Theme Developers:
http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/11/25/advanced-power-tips-for-
wordpress-template-developers/

Plugin: Custom post type UI plugin for WordPress
http://www.strangework.com/2010/03/03/custom-post-type-ui-plugin-for-
wordpress/
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